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Advertifement. 


¥  Might  have  delayed  the  publication  of  this 
•  tranflation,  untill  I  had  finifhed  fome  ex- 
I  pcriments  and  obferyations,  I  am  jiow  engaged 
I  in  making  ;  however  as  the  [original  has  been 
i  fo  much  admired  by  many  of  the  mod:  eminent 
of  the  faculty  in  London  ;  By  the  dcfire  of 
fpme  of  them,  I  have  litterally  trandated  it, 

I  fhall  at  prefent,  only  obferve  that  the  per¬ 
formance  has  already  engaged  the  attention  of 
all  thofc  who  have  feen  it,  and  it  is  of  no 
I  fmall  confequence  to  be  able  to  cure  fo  inve- 
!  terate  a  difeafe  in  all  its  ftages,  without  injuring 
i  the  conftitution,  by  exciting  falivation,  and 
I  other  fuch  violent  and  dangerous  evacuations. 
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THE 

A  U  T  H  O  R’s 

PREFACE. 


T  Imagine  it  will  fecm  wonderful  to  many, 
^  that  quickfilver,  a  metal  next  to  gold  in 

fpecific  gravity,  can  admit  of  an  entire  union 
with  vegetable  gum,  fo  as  not  to  be  barely 
mixed  with  it,  but  to  be  fo  thoroughly  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  it,  and  fo  firmly  attached  to  it, 
as  for  both  to  remain  together  for  fomc  time 
fufpended  In  water,  and  when  a  fedimcnt  takes 
place,  both  to  fall  down  together,  and  never 
feparate.  I 

Tha^  this  Is  really  the  cafe,  appears  from 
a  very  fimple  experiment,  and  the  more  fim- 
ple  an  experiment  is,  it  becomes  the  more 
obvious  and  the  lefs  fubjecS  to  fallacy. 

Experiments  of  whatever  kind  are  of 
themfelvs  ufeful  j  for  altho’  they  may  brino- 
no  other  advantage,  yet  they  free  the  mind 
from  prejudices ;  they  illucidate  what  would 
otherwife  be  obfcure  |  they  difiinguilli  doubt 
from  certainty  5  they  reftrain  the  licentiouf- 

A  z  nefs 


iiefs  of  fi(fi:ion ;  they  give  entertainment  from 
£he  variety  of  phoenomena  they  exhibit  ;  they 
excite  the  mind  to  farther  tryals ;  and  laft  of 
all,  they  extend  the  limits  of  fcience. 

But  much  more  ufeful  are  fuck  expe~ 
Tinients,  which,  befides  amufing  the  learned? 
redound  in  a  public  manner,  to  the  good  of 
our  fellow  citizens.  Experiments  either  me¬ 
dical,  chirurgical,  or  ceconomical^  have  chiefly 
this  effedf. 

Our  experiments  here  are  of  fuch  a  nature^ 
which  altho'  they  may  of  themfelves  be  cu¬ 
rious,  yet  that  alone  would  never  have  im¬ 
pelled  me  to  write,  if  I  had  not  found  from  a 
variety  of  tryals,  that  their  ufe  was  very  ex. 
tenfive.  While  indeed  I  faw,  from  repeated 
obfervations,  that  a  very  mild  and  innocent 
remedy,  could  be  prepared*  from  Mercury, 
fubdued  by  vegetable^  gum,  when,  befides  I 
perceived  that  it  was'  ^ery  ufeful  to  thole  af- 
fedled  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  therefore 
that  it  was  a  medicine  of  fo  great  efficacy  in 
thofe  cafes. 

i  thought  I  fhould  be  -wanting  in  my  duty? 
as  a  member  to  fociety,  if  I  delayed  the  pub- 
liqaf  ion  of  it  any  longer 

As  I  am  by  no  means  rich,  I  might  have 
confulted  my  own  advantage  more,  I  might 
have  made  ufe  of  a  fordid  prudence,  by 
keeping  it  as  a  fecret,  and  then  perhaps  it 

would 


r  ix  ] 

would  have  been  more  profitable.  I  might 
have  followed  the  well  known  examples  of 
Keisek,  who  has  become  rich  by  concealing 
the  compolition  of  his  pilb,  tho’  lefs  ef¬ 
ficacious  •  or  of  Keren  SWA ND,  Langhans, 
Hill,  and  other  fuch  illufi:rious  quacks,  and 
thus  have  privately  laughed  in  my  own 
fieeve.  But  I  always  deteft  fuch  unworthy 
practices,  and  I  lhall  continue  to  defpife  them, 
as  long  as  I  live  ^  I  know  well,  thatwe  are 
religioufiy  bound  to  afilfi  one  another,  as  far 
as  lays  in  our  power.  ^ 

Neither  the  heathens,  or  barbarians  are  fo 
deftitute  of  humanity  as  to  forget  the  obligation 
of  doing  good,  to  which  by  the  law  of  nature 
we  are  bound.  How  much  afhamed  would  the 
fordid  venders  of  thefe  Arcana  be,  if  they 
were  expofed  to  the  public  view  of  the  old  Af- 
fyrians  or  Babylonians,  among  whom  there  was 
a  law,  that  no  perfon  fhould  pafs  by  the  fick 
without  communicating  what  remedies  he  was 
acquainted  wdth  for  their  relief,  and  that  without 
either  fee  or  reward. 

The  confiitution  of  Vienna  Is  in  this  refpedl 
well  regulated,  and  this  we  owe  to  the  wife 

*  I  Petri  c.  iv.  v.  viii.  Ante  omi^ia  autem  in  vobifmet 
charitatem  habentes,  quia  charitas  operit  multitudinem 
peccatorum;  et  ver.  lo.  Unufquifque,  fic  ut  accepit  grati- 
tiam  in  alterutrum  illam  adminiftrante.s  Hcut  bonidifpen- 
fatores  multiformis  gratia?  Dei. 


councils 
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councils  of  tlie  noble  L.  B.  Van  Swieten, 
who  employs  his  whole  attention,  and  beflows 
great  labour  in  enlarging  the  limits  of  medicine, 
efpecially  of  what  relates  to  the  pra6fice  :  his 
attention  wholly  confifls  in  this,  that  the  moft 
efficacious  and  certain  remedies  may  be  daily 
found  out  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
unhappy  fick,  and  likewife  in  totally  banifhing 
quacks,  mountebanks,  and  the  avaritious  ven^ 
ders  of  arcana;  while,  in  the  mean  time  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  London,  and  in  other  large  cities,  that  rac^ 
of  men  are  with  impunity  tolerated,  to  the 
common  prejudice  of  mankind,  and  the  re¬ 
proach  of  phyfic  ; 

One  wife  refolution  of  this  eminent  man,  is, 
that  if  any  remedy  be  fufRciently  recommended 
for  its  great  utility,  it  is  immediately  publilhcd 
for  the  general  good,  for  certainly  the  private 

/ 

advantage  of  one  or  two  perfons  is  not  to  be 
preferred  to  the  common  good  of  our  fellow-^ 
citizens. 

That  this  is  the  fixed  and  flated  opinion  of 
this  great  man  will  appear  evidently  from  what 
he  has  written  formerly  on  the‘fubje6f  of  the 
cancer,*  and  lately  on  other  fubjeds  'f. 

The 

*  Setfl.  cjoQ.  Comment.  T.  i.  p.  901.  Forte  tamen  et  in¬ 
de  aliqua  fpes  effulget,  non  penitus  impoffibilem  effe  can¬ 
cri  reparationem  a  partibus  fanis  ;  licet  hadenus  ignoretur, 
qua  methodo,  quibufve  remediis,  hoe  fieri  poffit.  Quam 
felix  ille  qui  hoc  inveniret  ^  quanta  poena  dignus,  qui  in¬ 
ventum  celaret,  turpis  lucri  caiifa  ? 

t  T.  IV.  §  1371*  p»  729.  Sed  quifque  novit,  arcanorum 

ven- 
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The  condu<5^  of  the  celebrated  Stoerci^ 

•V  / 

ought  to  be  imprefTed  on  our  minds,  as  an  ex” 
ample  and  Incitement  to  all,  who  being  fortu¬ 
nate  in  his  difeoveries,  has  early  applied  them 
for  the  benefit  of  fociety, putting  little  value  upon 
them,  if  they  were  not  made  public kly  ufeful^ 

While  I  revolved  all  thefe  confiderations  in 
my  own  mind,  while  I  had  fo  many  glorioug 
examples  before  me,  while  befides  I  thought  that 
it  was  the  bufmefs  of  an  honed  and  ingenuous 
man,  if  pofTible,  to  beftow  his  labours  on  what 
is  of  general  utility,  I  found  myfclf  under  the 
neceflity  to  communicate  to  the  public  this  hew 
and  eafy  method  of  giving  Mercury  to  venere¬ 
al  patients  in  the  manner  I  learned  from  expe¬ 
rience. 

Nor  do  I  this  from  any  profpedl  of  gain,  the 
farther  fuccefs  of  this  method,  and  the  great  re¬ 
lief  it  may  give  to  my  neighbours,  will  afford 
me  fuffi cient  reward. 

Nor  do  I  fear  the  cenfures  of  the  envious» 
fince  many  eminent  authors  have  met  with  fuch 
treatment  for  their  good  offices  to  mankind. 


venditoribus  non  femper  habendam  efle  hdem.  Ingenuum 
decet,  ai  generis  humani  utilitatem  lucro  magis  :€{h'met. 
Sed  auri  facra  fames  faepe  aliud  fuadet  ;  nunquam  me  poe- 
nituit,  candide  conimunicalTe  omnibus  h  quid  in  arte  utile 
noviflem,  nec  paenitebit,  certus  fum  illo  tempore, 

“  - -  dum  numina  nobjs 

“  Mors  inflans  majora  facit. 


though 


[,  xii  ] 

though  they  refolutely  withftood  the  llandcrs  of 
envy, 

Quse  videt  ingratos,  intabefcitque  videndo 
SuccefTus  hominum, carpitque  et  carpitur  una 
Suppliciumque  fuum  eft. 

Ovid,  Metamorph,  Lib.  IL 


KEW  ahd  EASY  METHOD 

O  F  ^ 

Giving  Mercury  to  thofe  labouring 
under  the  Yeriereal  Difeafe. 

CHAP.  I. 

Tlie  Origin  of  this  Method. 

SOME  months  ^go  when  I  had  occafion 
to  write  a  book;,  in  which  I  undertook 
to  defend  the  efficacy  of  the  Corrofive 
Sublimate  iil  the  cure  of  the  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe,  that  I  might  enquire  Into  the 
caufeby  which  Mercury  more  efpeciaily  acfled 
Cn  the  falivary  glands,  I  converfed  upon  the 
lubje6l  with  Philippus  Ambrosius  Mar^' 
HERR,  a  very  eminent  phyllcian,  and  my 
particular  friend,  wlio  with  his  ufual  candour, 
told  me,  that  as  yet  no  juft  account  of  that 
phaenomenon  was  given  ;-^that  many  hypo- 
thefes  had  been  thought  of  by  a  variety  of 
authors,  but  that  none  of  them  was  fufficl- 
cntly  accurate that  the  very  plaufibie  opinion 

‘B‘“  of 
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of  Dr.  PircAi  RN,  v/ho  feemcd  to  many  to 
have  hit  upon  the  thing,  in  attributing  it  to  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  the  Mercury,  was  fo  fully 
refuted  by  §  Van  Swieten',  that  nothing 
more  remained  to  be  offered  for  its  defence ; 
in  th^  mean-time  it  feemed  probable  to  him, 
that  Mercury- had  a  greater  affinity  with  the 
faliva  and  mucus,  than  with  any  of  the  other 
fluids  of  our  body,  and  that  therefore  the 
mouth  and  throat  were  chiefly  affected  by  it. 

• — This  difeerning  man  likewife  added,  that 
he  had  feen  a  fmall  quantity  of  Mercury  by 
trituration  difappear  in  the  faliva,  but  that 
it  was  ftill  probable^  there  was  a  gf eater  affi¬ 
nity  between  Mercury  and  mucus ;  for  Mer¬ 
cury  not  only  runs  to  the  fallvary  glands,  btit 
likewife  to  the  mucous  ones,  and  behdes, 
that  the  moi'e  vifcid  mucos  was  iffuich  fitter 
for  retaining  It  than  the  thinner  fluid  tlie  fa¬ 
liva;  and  obferved,  that' an  experiment  might  fce^ 
made  to  determine  tliis  matter  with  certainty, 
which  fias  hitherto'  been  neglecled  on  account 
of  its  fimplicity  :  a  very  frequent  caufe,  wliy 
many  things  remain  concealed  which  mighf 
otherwife  be  eafily  known. 

This  opinioil  of  my  very  judicious  friend  fo 
pleafed  mej  that  I  determined  immediately  £o 
put  it  to  the  teftof  chemical  experiments. 

"^/5  T,  I.  P.207 

Therefore 
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Therefore  the  day  after, .  I  made  an  expert 
ment,  and  obferved  that  a  fmall  quantity  of 
Mercury  was  made  todifappear  iiithe  fallva;  that 
however,  the.  mucus  received  a  larger  quantity  5 
and  that  it  united  with  it  more  expeditioully. 
And  thereby  I  found  that  the  opinion  of  my 
learned  friend  concerning  the  affinity  of  Mercu¬ 
ry  with  thefe  fluids  was  entirely  confirmed  by 
experiment,  and  immediately  made  him  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  evept,  this  being  done,  we 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  Mercury  fhould  be 
tried  in  the  fame  manner  with  other  mucilagi¬ 
nous  bodies,  both  animal  and  vegetable,  that 
it  might  appear  whether  there  are  not  other 
gelatinous  and  vifeid  fubfiances  with  which 
Mercury  can  be  llkewlfe  "united,  and  if  there 
arc  any  fuch,  whether  they  differ  in  their  pow¬ 
ers  more  or  lefs  from  that  of  faliva  and  animaj 
mucus -^-^For  this  purpofe  the  following  expe- 
ments  were  made. 

Experiment  I, 

Mercury  with  animal  mucus. 

I  mixed  one  part  of  very  pure  Mercury 
with  two  parts  of  mucus  difeharged  from  the 
^hroat,  by  expedoration  j  I  triturated  them 
together  in  a  marble  mortar,  and  exacflly  mark¬ 
ed  the  time  which  was  neceffary  for  the  com¬ 
pleat  extindion  of  it  •,  and  I  perceived  that  in 

B  2  the 
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the  fpaee  of  feven  minutes  the  whole  of  the 
Mercury  was  convertec}  into  a  greyifh  vifcid 
fubdance,  after  the  addition  of  water  very  lit¬ 
tle  remained  fufpended, but  if  foon  precipitated- 
to  the  bottom ;  the  Mercury,  hovyever,  did  not 
feparate,  but  ftill  remained  entangled  and  united 
with  the  mucus  at  the  bottom  of  the  velTel. 
There  was  one  fcruple  pf  Mercury  and  two  of 
nmcus.  The  faliva  extinguifhed  a  much  lefs 
proportion  of  Mercury,  and  its  extinguifhing 
any  depended  perhaps  on  its  having  a  quantity 
of  mucus  united  with  it,  it  being  imppllible  tQ 
obtain  f^-liva  perfecSily  free  from  it. 

E  X  P  E  R  I  M  E  N  T  11. 

Mercury  yrith  the  yolk  of  aa  egg. 

I  triturated  the  whole  of  the  yolk  of  an  egg 
with  one  drachm  of  Mercury  in  a  marble 

fnortar  for  an  hour  :  At  f rft  fight  the  Mercury 

♦ 

feemed  entirely  to  difappear,  but  upon  adding 
a  little  water,  it  recovered  its  form,  and  the 
ylfcldity  of  the  yolk  being  diluted,  it  fell 
down  to  the  bottom  in  its  metallic  running 
ftate,  and  by  degrees  went  into  large  globules 
entirely  feparate  from  other  matter. 

Experiment  III. 

Mercury  wdth  the  white  of  an  egg. 

The  w^hlte  of  an  Egg  fiiews  flill  lefs  power 

on  Mercury  :  for  one  dram  of  Mercury  being 

trltu- 
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triturated  with  the  white  of  an  Egg  for  alm®f^ 
half  an  hour,  was  hy  no  means  extingulfheS 
by  it,  and  upon  pquring  water  to  it,  the  Mer? 
cury  run  into  la^ge  globules,  and  fublided  to 
the  bottoim 

Experiment  IV. 

Mercury  with  the  blood  and  its  ferum. 

I  mixed  a  quantity  of  quickfiker  with  the 
ferum  of  blood,  which,  tocbvla^e  miflake,  I 
took  from  myfelf,  and  I  triturated  them  toge¬ 
ther,  as  in  the  former  experinaeiat.  The  ex- 
tindlion  was  very  inconlidcrabk,'  a^ud  the  unir 
on  much  lefs  firm  than  that  with  mucus,  for 
upon  pouring  water,  the  quick-lilyer  immedh- 
gtely  fub^fided  in  the  form  of  fmall  globules. 

I  tryed  the  fame  Experiment  with  the  red 
part  of  the  blood,  and  almoft  the  fairie  pheno¬ 
menon  occurred,  only  that  the  ferum  feemed 
to  have  more  effecfl:  than  the  red  part  upon  the 
Mercury. 

Experiment  "V”, 

Mercury  with  frefh  animal  bile. 

I  triturated  one  drachm  of  Mercury  with 

& 

two  drachms  of  the  recent  bile  of  the  pike  fifh, 
for  half  an  hour  :  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  the  fmalleft  portion  of  it  could  be  extin- 

guiflied. 
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gtiiflied,  and  upon  the  affufion  of  water,  the 

1  ’ ' 

Mercury  foon  fubfided  to  the  bottom,  and  run 
into  larger  globules, 

f  -  ^ 

\  _ 

Experiment  VL 

Mercury  with  ifinglafs. 

To  two  drachms  of  ifinglafs  reduced  to  the 
confiftence  of  glue,  I  added  one  drachm  0£ 
Mercury,  and  triturated  them  together  with 
great  labour  for  more  than  half  an  hour:  but 
all  was  in  vain;  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  did  not  unite  with  it — It  is  well  known 
that  quickfilver  can  be  very  readily  extin- 
gulfhed  by  animal  fat ;  butfo  perfedf  a  divifion, 
and  fo  thorough  an  extln(Slion  cannot  be  there¬ 
by  obtained  as  with  mucus ;  for  the  fat  being 
rendered  more  liquid  by  heat,  nay  even 
fpontaneoufly,  '  the  Mercury  in  Neapolitai| 
ointment  will  fubfide  to  the  bottom. 

r 

GOROEt-A^Y, 

From  thefe  experiments  it  evidently  appears 
that  Mercury  has  a  much  greater  affinity  with 
mucus,  than  with  other  animal  fluids;  and 
hence  it  feems  probable  that  if  other  animal 
fluids  unite  with  it,  it  is  owing  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus  which  they  contain. 


E  x- 
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Experiment.  VIL 
Mercury  with  the  mucilage  of  gum  arable. 


When  therefore,  from  the  former  experts 

ments,  I  learned  that  there  are  ^  no  animal 

•  ■  ■  : 

fluids  but  mucus  that  is  proper  for  extin- 
guifhing  Mercury,  curioiity  excited  me  to  try 
whether  vegetable  mucus  or  gummy  fubftances 
might  not  do  the  fame ;  therefore  I  triturated 
one  drachm  of  quickfilver,  with  two  drachms 
of  gum  arabic  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
flone  mortar,  adding  by  degrees  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  water,  fo  as  to  give  it  the  confidence 
,  of  a  mucilage.  To  my  great  furprize  the  Mer¬ 
cury  fuddenly  difappeared,  and  the  whole  be¬ 
ing  carefully  rubbed  together,  became  a  vlfcid 
grey  mucus,  which  being  diluted  and  agitated 
with  a  pound  of  water,  the  whole  became  of  a 
grey  colour,  and  one  part '  remained  fufpended 
in  it,  while  another  part,  upon  allowing,  the 
veffel  to  dand  at  red  for  fome  minutes,  was 
ilowly  depodted  to  the  bottom  in  the  form  of  a 
grey  fediment,  in  which  the  Mercury  was  fo 
thoroughly  extinguifhed  by  the  vlfcid  mucus, 
that,  although  a  large  quantity  of  water  was 
added,  they  remained  united  together,  and  the 
-  Mercury  did  npt  run  into  globules  as  ufual. 
By  a  gentle  agitation  of  the  vedel,  the  whole  of 
this  mucus  was  again  readily  united  with  the 

water. 
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Water,  and  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  fonie» 
what  elevated,  there  was  a  white  froth,  which? 
together  with  the  water,  held  the  Mercury 
fufpended  in  a  very  fubtile  attenuated  ftate  ; 
for,  upon  immerfing  a  gold  ring  in  it,  it  wag 
perfectly  whiten'd  and  filveriz’d. 

I  repeated  the  fame  experinient  with  a 
fmaller  quantity.  A  fcruple  of  gum  arable  was 
reduced  to  mucilage,  and  mixed  with  ten 
grains  of  Mercury,  that  it  might  be  an  ex¬ 
periment  fimilar  to^the  firft.  —  In  .the  fpace 
of  fix  minutes  the  Mercury  was  entirely  ex~ 
tinguifhed,  while  feven  minutes  Were  necelTary 
in  uniting  it  with  animal  mucilage ;  therefore 
Mercury  admits  of  a  much  more  ready  unioiV 
with  gum  arable. 

The  gummy  mercurial  fedimeiit  remained  , 
for  a  long  time,  even  for  many  weeks,  without 
undergoing  any  change,  unlefs  that  in  a  length* 
of  time  it  became  fomewhat  grumous,'  more' 
black,  and  was  lefs  equally  mufcible  with  the 
fluid  on  its  furface;  it  however  did  not  depofit 
the  whole  of  the  Mercury,  until'  the  liquor 
above  being  prevloully  feparatedby  a  filtration,' 
was  exficcated  by  the  heat  of  a  furnace  5' 
then  indeed  the  power  of  the  mucilage  was 
deftroyed,  and  the  Mercury  feparated  and 
was  now  to-be  obferved  in  the  form  of  tlie  glo-' 
bulcs  of  quicMlver. 

£x- 
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Experiment  VIIL 


V  > 

Mercury,  by  the  affiftance  of  gum  arable,  lii- 
timately  united  with  animal  fluids. 

Froiii  the  forrher  experiments  (2,  3,4,  5,6) 
it  appears  that  the  blood  and  its  ferum,  the 
yolk  and  the  white  of  aii  egg,  the  bile,  and  ifin- 
glafs,  are  infufficient  for  extinguifhing  any 
confidcrable  quantity  of  Mercury  ;  but  if  any 
quantity  of  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabie  be 
mixed  with  thefe,  the  Mercury  is  immediately 
equably  united  with  them,  juft  in  the  fame 
manner  as  when  animal  mucus  itfelf  is  added  : 
hence  quickfilver,  by  means  of  this  fubftance, 
is  even  rendered  mifcible  with  others,  with 
which  it  ha^  either  no  affinity,  or  a  very  fmall 
bne, 

Experi  ment  IX. 

Mercury  with  gum  tragacanth. 

The  power  of  gum  tragacanth  is  by  no  means 
the  fame  :  For  this,  reduced  to  a  mucilage,  up¬ 
on  the  addition  of  water,  in  no  manner' anfwer^ 
Od  my  cxpeilation,  for  although  I  ufed  every 
endeavour,  and  continued  a  trituration  for  half 
an  hour,  the  fmalleft  quantity  -of  Mercury 
could  not  be  extinguifhed,  and  upon  pouring 
Water,  and  thereby  diluting  thy  mucilage,  it  re¬ 
tained  the  form  of  quickfilver,  with  its  metallic 
fplendor,  and  fell  down  to  the,. bottom  of  the 
teffieU 

E  X- 
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Experiment  X. 

Mercury  with  the  mucilage  of  the  feed  of 

quinces. 

The  fame  effe(fi:  nearly  followed  from  the 
mucilage  extra(5tcd  from  the  feed  of  the  quince^ 
three  drachms  of  which  being  triturated  for 
half  an  hour  with  one  drachm  of  Mercury, 

there  was  no  mark  of  any  combination. 

« 

Experiment  XL 


Mercury  wdth  the  farina  of  the  root  of  marfh- 

t 

mallows,  and  darch. 

With  a  very  fine  farina  of  marfhmallows  I 
mixed  a  fmall  quantity  of  water,  that  it  might 
form  a  kind  of  glue  :  a  fmall  quantity  of  Mer¬ 
cury  was  added,  and  triturated  for  a  conli- 

t 

derable  tinle,  but  from  this  no  extindlion  of 
the  Mercury  was  obfervable.  When  Mercury, 
however,  was  triturated  with  a  quantity  of 
darch,  it  was  fomewhat  extinguiihcd  ;  Starch 
containing  an  animal  gluten  in  it.^‘ 

Experiment  XIL 
Mercury  with  manna  of  Calabria; 

I  try’d  pure  manna  in  the  fame  manner,  be- 
caufe  it  feems  to  contain  a  quantity  of  muci- 

^  Cl.  Profeffor  Crantz,  Mat.  Med.  T.  i,  p,  9.  &  il- 
luftr*  L.  B.  Van  Sweten,  C.  T,  iv.  p.  i»;, 

lagc 
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lage,  and  It  is  a  common  opinion  that  It  enters 
into  the  compofition  of  Keifer's  pills,  I  care- 

•  i 

fully  triturated  two  parts  of  it  with  one  of 
Mercury  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  I  could 
fcarcely  extinguifh  any  ;  however,  upon  re¬ 
peating  this  experiment  with  common  manna, 

I  faw  a  large  quantity  of  Mercury  fufficiently 
extinguifhed  by  it, 

X 

Experiment  XIIL 

Mercury  with  crude  and  clarify’d  honey. 

To  two  drachms  of  crude,  white,  thick  ho¬ 
ney  I  added  one  drachm /of  quickfilver,  and 
tjriturated  them  both  together  for  a  quarter  of 
an  holier.  The  Mercury  was  pretty  well  extin¬ 
guifhed,  and,  contrary  to  my  expeefations,  af¬ 
ter  adding  water  to  it,  remained  extinguilhed, 
and  depofited  a  grey  fediment  at  the  bottom  of 
the  veffel,  but  lefs  eafily  mifcible  with  water 
than  that  which  arofe  from  the  union  of  gum 
arable  and  Mercury.  I  repeated  the  fame  ex¬ 
periment  with  clarify ’d  honey,  but  none  of  the 
Mercury  was  extinguilhed ;  for  upon  the  ef- 
fufion  of  water  the  whole  appeared  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  in  large  fplendid  globules. 

Crude  honey  contains  fome  mucilage  in 
it ;  hence  it  is  that  it  is  fo  fit  for  extinguilhing 
Mercury  :  But  that  mucilage  is  lod  by  boiling 
and  clarifying  ;  for  which  reafon  it  has  qo  fuch 
power  on  Mercury. 


E  x- 
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Eeperim^nj  XI¥. 

Mercury  with  fimple  fyrup. 

Very  pure  white  fugar  being  forrned  into  a 
^lnlple  fyrup,  with  half  its  quantity  of  water, 
and  tho'  long  triturated  with  Mercury,  did  not 
exlii'iguifh  a  particle  of  it. 

But  this  elfe(5f  happened  contrary  to  expec» 
tation,  that  altho’  neither  fugar  nor  fyrup 
Biewed  any  efficacy  in  extinguifhing  Mercury, 
yet  they  even  iiicreafed  the  power  of  guin 
arable  in  this  refpeif  5  fo  that,  by  the  affiftance 
pfiugar  or  fyrup,  this  mucilage  united  more 
firmly  and  tenacioufly  with  Mercury. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  fugar  wa| 
triturated  with  Mercury  it  became  black. 

The  fame  experiment  was  try'd  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  fyrups,  fuch  as  of  diacodion,  of  ker- 
mes,  and  of  violets  5  and  I  always  obferved  that 
a  more  thorough  extin6Iion  of  the  Mercury 
with  the  mucus  was  thereby  produced. 

.  In  this  manner,  by  different  fyrups,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  colours,  tafte,  and  fmell,  may  be  com¬ 
municated  to  Mercury ,fo  as  to  conceal  it  from 
the  knowledge  offufpicious  perfons. 

Experiment  'XV. 

Mercury  with  linfeed  oil  and  fat.' 

I  extingulfhed  Mercury  in  the  pure  oil  of 
Imfecd,  with  little  labour,  but  a  fnrall  quantity 

could 
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jEOuld  only  be  thus  united  with  the  glutiftOUS 
fcdiment  of  the  linfeed  oil.  Water  occafioneJ 
a  fediment  of  the  confidence  of  butter,  and 
when  this  was  feparated  the  Mercnry  could 
not  be  extinguilhed  in  it.  Perhaps  by  a  boil¬ 
ing  heat  Mercury  might  be  made  tq  form  a 
more  intimate  union  with  oil,  which  experb 
nient,  however,  1 1  e  not  try’4. 

But  Mercury  extinguilhed  by  gum  arable 
will  admit  of  a  very  ready  union  with  either 
oil  or  fat ;  nor  will  it  feparate  and  fall  fo  foon 
to  the  bottom,  as  it  does  in  the  common  Nea¬ 
politan  ointmento— See  Experiment  VI, 

Goxollarys. 

From  thefe  Experiments  (7,  8,  9, 

12,  13,  14,  15)  It  evidently  appears 
id.  That  of  all  vegetable,  gummy  or  pladic 
fubdances,  gum  arable  Is  the  only  one  which 
in  its  nature  approaches  the  neared  to  ani¬ 
mal  mucus ;  hence  it  is  to  be  preferred  in  ex- 
tinguilhing  of  Mercury. 

2dly.  That  the  extindion  of  theMercury  by 
means  of  animal  mucus  and  gum  arable,  does 
not  depend  upon  mechanical  principles,  nor 
can  it  be  referred  only  to  the  vifeidity  of  the 
mucilage,  for  many  other  fubdances,  more  vif- 
cid  and  tenacious,  when  longer  triturated  with 
it,  by  no  means  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
water,  which  Is  the  bed  and  pureft  mendruum 

for 
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c  .  I  ^ 

for  guinmy  fubflances,  can  neither  feparate 
animal  mucus,  nor  mucilage  of  gum  arabic 

*■  t  . 

fpm  Mercury,  providing  they  had  been  inth 
iiiately  united  together  ;  the  contrary  of  which 
takes ‘place  in  the  muciiage' of  gum  tragacanth, 
in  that  of  quinces,  and  other's. 

’3dly.  And'  then,  altho’  mechanical  triture 
greatly  aiTifcs  the  jextin6iion  of  Mercury,  a  true 
affinity  exifts  between  Mercury,  animal  macus, 
and  gum  arabic,  and  this 'is  the  reafori  why, 
when- once  united,  they  remained  fo  firmly  at¬ 
tached  to  one  another  :  nor'docs  the  mucilage 
rather  attra6i  the  water,  but  Immediately  joins 
it  to  the  Mercury,  fo  that  they  all  remain 
intimately  united. 

When  I  had  fufficlently  proved  every  thing 
by  experiment,  and  when  I  was  convinced 
thereby  of  the  affinity  which  Mercury  has 
with  the  faliva  and  animal  mucus,  which  my  in¬ 
genious  .  friend  firfl  fuggeftd  to  me,  I  did 
not  doubt  but  that  his  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  a6iion  of  Mercury  In  the  throat  and  faliva- 
ry  glands  was  well  founded,  and  it  carried 
more  probability  along  with  it,  than  that  of  all 
the  refi.  '  ’ 

But  fince  gum  arabic  in  every  refpeft  cx- 
cells  the  animal  mucus  in  extinguilhing  Mer¬ 
cury,  it  feemed  to  me  that  this  was  the  fittefl: 
and  moil  natural  vehicle  of  Mercury,  by  which 

as  a  medium  it  could  be  united  with  all 

the 
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the  fluids  of  our  body.  However  being  little 

t 

felicitous  about  forming  a  new  hypothefis,  I 

/ 

believed  that  my  labour  might  be  more  ufeful- 
ly  employed,  if  I  tried  the  efleds  of  fuch  a 
preparation  in  thofe  who  had  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  that  we  might  be  aflured  whether  it  could’ 
pafs  the  pRiMiE  ViiE  in  fuch  a  form,  for  if  it 
could  pafs  into  the  blood  in  this  manner,  we 
did  not  doubt  but  that  it  might  cure  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  more  efFe(5fualiy  than  any  of  the 
other  preparations  ;  and  that  from  its  being 
perfedfly  mild,  and  deflitute  of  fuch  acrimony 
as  might  hurt  the  body,  while  the  other 
preparations  cannot  be  given  in  large  dofes 
from  the  great  quantity  of  faline  acrimony  that 
adheres  to  them,  and  when  preferibed  in  fmall 
dofes,  they  adf  only  after  a  confiderable  length 
of  time,  and  cure  the  difeafe  very  flowly. 

I  was  from  this  time  determined  by  the  ap¬ 
probation  and  advice  of  a  very  ingenious  man 
to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  trying  Mercu¬ 
ry  thus  prepared,  when  any  perfon  Ihould  of¬ 
fer  who  laboured  under  the  veneral  difeafe. 

Three  days  after,  a  woman  with  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  came  to  me,  whofc  hiftory  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  firfl:  obfervation;  afterwards  others 
came  labouring  under  the  fame  difeafe,  whofc 
cafes  are  given  in  the  following  obfervations. 

When  I  perceived  in  all  thele  cafes'the  re¬ 
markable  and  fudden  efficacy  of  this  guxmuy 

prepa- 
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lit^paratiori  of  Mercury  5  and  conftantly  00» 
fervcd  that  its  ufeftillnefs  exceeded  my  mofl 
fanguinc  expe6!ations,  fo  that  In  a  flioft  time  it 
did  more  than  could  be  expe(fl:ed  from  all  the 
other  preparations ;  and  farther  found  that 
iio  falivation  could  be  excited  by  this  prepa¬ 
ration,  altho'  given  in  very  large  quantity,  un- 
iefs  there  was  another  mercurial  in  the  body, 
or  during  the  cure,  another  befidcs  the  gum¬ 
my  mercurial  was  taken,  I  was  fully  convinced 
that  this  was  the  beft  method  of  giving  Mer- 
and  that  no  other  could  be  compared  with  it. 


Having  thus  difcorcrcdmy  iliethod  of*  pre¬ 
paring  Mercury,  I  ihall  now  fubmit  to'  the 
public  for  very  important  reafons,  already  of¬ 
fered  in  the  preface,  my  own  obfervations  and 
thofe  communicated  to  me  by  others. 

CHAP.  IL 

Praftical  obfervations  regarding  the 
efficacy  of  this  gummy  Mercu« 
rial  in  the  Venereal  Difcafe. 

j\  Woman  aged  twenty-eight  of  a  fanguine- 
ous  temperament,  who  had  for  fome 
months  Venereal  blotches  in  her  forehead  and 
facCj  .  and  a  very  .ugly  fcab  oyer  her  whole* 
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Ircdy;  labouring  under  the  fluor  albus,  watcfi*^ 
Ings,  in  the  night-time,  and  pains  of  the  joint^^ 
tame  to  me,  to  fell  poultry,  and  being  much 
afhamed  flie  covered  her  face  over  with  a  ciotK* 

No  body  would  buy  her  poultry  from  hei%  ' 
bn  account  of  her  being  of  a  nafly  appearance , 

I  immediately  knew  the  difeafe,  and  after  exa- 
tnining  her,  I  ptomifed  that  as  flie  was  poor, 

I  would  give  her  Medicines  for  nothing,  if  fliej 
#ould  return  to  nie  every  thfee  days  and  let 
fne  know  ho^  Ihe  did. 

The  day  after.  Die  took  a  mercurial  purga!- 
five,  and  the  follo\ving  day  fhe  began  to  take 
one  fpoonfiil  of  the  fimple  folution  (No.  i.) 
inornlng  and  evening,  with  a  decoblion  of  far- 
faparilla  and  hemlock,  fhe  liketVife  ufed  the 
Warm  bath. 

Returning  three  days  afterwards,  her  pain 
was  fomewhat  abated ;  I  ordered  her  to  contr- 
line  the  bath,  and  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the- 
folution  morning  and  evening. 

She  returned  three  days  after,  and  was  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  her  pains,  feme  of  the  fpots 
had  difappeared,  Ihe  refled  better  in  the  night 
time,  her  fluor  albus  was  the  fame  as  be-^ 
fore. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  all  the  fpots  difappear-- 
ed,  there  were  no  no(5furnal  pains.  I  gave  her* 
a  frefh  quantity  of  the  mercurial  folution  to^ 

whioH 
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wHIcll  I  8.clticcl  tllC  i)3,ir3.ni  of  C3|I)lVlj  3.S  IS  pfC"* 
fcribed  in  (No.  2.) 

The  woman  returned  in  eight  days  after^ 
free  of  all  her  fyraptoms,  except  the  fluor  al- 
bus,  which  was  by  no  means  abated,  becauie 
Ibe  ftill  admitted  the  embraces  of  her  hufband 
as  fhe  hetfelf  confeffed  *,  I  ordered  that  her 
hufband  might  be  brought,  and  I  promifed  to 
cure  him  for  nothing. 

But  being  free  from  her  former  complaints, 
fhe  became  negligent,  fhe  would  not  hearken 
to  my  advice,^  and 'has  never  fince  returned. 

Yet  I  will,  on  this  account,  not  allow  that  this 
obfervation  is  in  the  lead  imperfe^f,  for  it  fuf- 
ficiently  proves  the  efficacy  of  our  remedy  in 
removing  her  former  compiaints. 

This  woman  fwalloAcd  more  than  three' 
drachms  of  the  gummy  mercurial,  nor  was^ 
there  the  lead  fign  of  a  lalivation. 

Observation  II. 

A  foldier,  aged  thirty,  of  a  fanguineous  ha¬ 
bit,  having  fome  months  ago  a  gonorrhoea 
llopt,  he  contraded  a  pox,  and  befides  venereal 
■  blotches  in  his  forehead,  and  in  both  fides  of 
the  frontal  bone,  he  had  a  broad  tophus,  not 
however  much  elevated,  he  was  Ilkewife  trou¬ 
bled  with  pains  of  the  joints  j  his  thrpat,  and 
the  glans  penis  were  rMch  ulcerated. 


Having 
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Having  given  him  a  purgative,  he  began  to 
lake  daily  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  No.  i. 
with  a  dccoHion  of  the  farfaparilla  without 
piilk.  ^  ' 

'  AllJiis  complaints  were  entirely  removed  In  fix 
days,  without  any  falivation,  unlefs,  that  wheiiv 
he  was  expofed  to  cold,  there  appeared  very 
broad  reddift  fpQts  on  his  forehead  and  face^, 
very  djiferent  however  from  the  former,  and 
which  again  difappearcd  of  their  own  accord 
by  the  heat  of  a  dove,  I  liill  perfuaded  him 
to  repeat  his  medicine,  which  he  did,  and  was 
entirely  cured  in  eight  days.  Although  this  pa- 
*  tient  had  always  formerly  a  gentle  falivation 
excited  even  by  a  mild  purgative,  yet  after 
takiiig  three  drachms  of  this  gummy  mercurial j 
which  effedled  the  cure,  no  fi gn  of  falivation 
jcould  be  perceived. 

Observation  IIL 

A  Soldier,  aged  36,  of  a  fanguineous  tem¬ 
perament,  had  a  violent  rheumatifm  in  his 
right  arm,  from  a  venereal  caufe.  In  the 
middle  of  the  os  humeri  there  was  an  Incipient 
tophus.  There  was  befides  a  foul  ulcer  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  fird  metacarpal  bone  which 
correfponds  with  the  thumb.  Thefe  com* 
plaints  had  continued  more  than  fix  months. 


But 


I  20  J 

But  a  gonorrhoea  being  fome  days  before 
-ilopt,  there  came  on  a  fvvelling  and  pain  of- 
the  tefticle,  which  brought  on  a  flrangury  ill 
jiiaking  urine. 

He  was  blooded  on  the  firft  day,  and  the 
fame  day  he  took  a  cooling  purge ;  an  emol- 
Jient  fomentation  was  applyed  to  his  ferotum. 
The  day  following  he  fwallowed  emulfions  of 
almonds,  gum  arable,  ^  fyrup  of  diacodioii, 
and  likewife  many  cups-full  of  decoCiion  of 
farfaparilla,  with  mullein  and  marlhmallows, 
—He  went  on  in  this  way  for  three  days  ;  the 
pain  of  his  tefticles  ceafed.  The  gonorrhoea 
did  not  even  return ;  he  made  urine  more 
eafily  ;  the  left  tefticle  remained  fwelled ;  the 
xi°ht  was  much  diminilhed  in  fize.  A  bal- 
|amlc  eflence  in  which  there  was  two  grains 
of  corrofive  fublimate  diflqlved  was  apply’dtQ 
the  foul  ulcer 

My  mercurial  ointment  (No.  6;  was  ap- 
ply’d  to  the  tophus.  There  was  given  inter- 
'  nally  two  fpoqns-full  of  the  lolution  (No.  i) 
with  the  decodlion  of  farfaparilla  and  the 
emollients. —There  was  alfo  apply ’d  to  the 
fwelled  tefticles  my  mercurial  ointment,  with 

the  ung.  de  Lithargyr. 

All  thefe  things  were  continued  for  eleven 
days,  the  tophus  difappeared,  the  fwelling  of 
the  teftiejes  >vas  refolved,  and  the  rheumatifn; 

was  cured,  the  callous  edges  of  the  ulcer  dif-. 

*  '  2.pip€d.xcds 
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appeared,  and  it  became  perfe<5ily  clean  on  its 
lurfacc.  I  then  apply ’d  the  balfamic  mercurial 
ointment  to  it,  and  in  14  days  he  left  Vienna 
perfe<5i:iy  cured. 

During  the  whole  time  that  he  took  fix 
drachms  of  this  gummy  mercurial,  he  had  not 
the  leafi:  fi^n  of  faliration. 


Observat  ion  IV, 

A  map,  aged  28,  of  an  emaciated  habit, 
who  had  been  for  more  than  a  year  troubled 
with  a  dry  fcabby  eruption,  was  at  laft  feized 
with  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he  has  now  had 
feven  months. 

On  the  firft  day  he  was  purged,  on  the  fe- 
cond  day  he  began  the  balfamic  mercurial-  fo- 
lution  (No.  2)  with  the  deco6Iion  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  burdock,  and  polypody. 

In  eight  days  neither  the  gonorrhoea  or 
fcabby  eruption  was  changed,  the  urine  only 
flowed  more  coploufly. 

In  other  eight  days  the  running  of  the 
gonorrhoea  was  in  lefs  quantity  and  whiter,  but 
the  eruption  continued  as  before.  I  was  there¬ 
fore  perfuaded  to  wafii  his  extremities  with 
a  vegeto-mineral  water,  compofed  of  one  pound 
of  fountain  water  and  one  drachm  of  the 
acetum  lithargyri  i. 


Nor 
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Mor  was  the  fcabby  eruption  chai’iged 
eight  days  after,  altho-  the  gonorrhoea  was 
.much  diminifhed. 

Therefore  I  employ'd  for  the  eruption 
the  following  ointment  :  R.  Pulv.  Hei- 
lebor.  Alb.  Sal,  Ammon,  Crud.  a  Jj,  Ax- 
iing.  Forcin.  Jij-  Ol.  Rofac.  gutt.  x.  m.  f, 
IJng.  to  be  apply 'd  to  the  extremities  twice  a 
day,  fometimes  to  one  fcabby  part,  fometimes 
to  another.  And  thus,  in  the  fpace  of  eight 
days,  by  continuing  the  balfamic  folution  of 
Mercury,  the  gonorrhoea  was  cured j  and  in  a 
fhort  time  the  fcabby  eruption  entirely  difap^ 
peared.  * 

This  eruption,  however,  was  not  venereal, 
but  received  in  fome  other  manner. 

The  good  elfe6ts  of  the  white  hellebore 
in  the  itch,  which  I  have  frequently  expe¬ 
rienced,  I  owe  to  the  moft  eminent  and  fkilful 
Pr.  Pringle,* 


Observation  V. 

(t 

A  widow,  aged  47,  of  a  thin  habit  of  body, 
was  afflicted,  for  more  than  two  years,  with  a 
very  malignant  fluor  albus,  afterwards  with 
the  gout,  head-ach  in  the  night*timc,  ulcers  o^ 
the  throat,  venereal  protuberant  blotches  on 

*  Obfervat.  on  the  difeafes  of  the  army,  on  the  itch, 
p.  311. 

her 
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her  forehead  and  face,  condylomata  about  the 
anus,  the  boaes  of  the  nofe  carious,  an  inci¬ 
pient  tophus  of  the  left  elbow,  an  ugly  fcro- 
phulous  fore  in  her  neck,  and  with  all  thefe 
complaints,  flie  afked  my  advice. 

Having  given  her  a  purge,  the  day  after  fl^c 
began  to  take  morning  fnd  evening  two’fpoon„- 
fuls  of  the  balfamic  mercurial  folution,  and  to 
drink  the  decoi^tion  of  farfapariUa  and  hemlock 
with  milk. 

She  walked  her  throat  and  nofe  frequently 

in  the  day  time  with  the  gargarifm  (No.  4.) 

% 

Ihe  touched  the  venereal  blotches  of  her  fore¬ 
head  and  face  every  day  with  the  caufbc  folu¬ 
tion  (No.  3.)  diluted  with  a  good  deal  of  rofe 
water. 

The  venereal  blotches  in  three  days  flrne^ 
were  covered  over  with  a  cruft,  and  perfeNly 
dry. 

In  eight  days  the  pains  abated,  the  blotches" 
entirely  difappeared,  fo  that  the  fmalleft  veftige 
of  them  did  not  remain. 

The  other  fyniptomS  remained  the  fame.  ^ 

She  continued  for  Tome  days  to  take  the 
niercurial  folution,  but  being /eized  with  an 
intermittent  fever,  I  omitted  the  folution  : 
a  pttrgative,  and  afterwards  the  Peruvian’  bark 
was  preferibed  for  her,  by  a  v^ry  eminent  pliy- 
lician  who  firft  committed  her  to  my  care. 


The 
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The  fever  ceafed  in  four  days,  the  veiier^al 
fymptoms  continued  as  before,  except  that  the 
ulcers  in  her  throat  were  better. 

She  began  again  to  take  the  folution  -  her 
throat  became  much  belter,  her  noHrils  how¬ 
ever  were  more  fwelled,  I  then  ordered  her  to 
draw  up  into  her  nofe,  the  decoction  of  the 
hemlock  mixed  with  the  mercurial  balfamic 
gargarlfm,  and  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk 
was  externally  applied  to  her  nofe. 

In  four  days. the  fwelling  of  her  nofe  difap- 
peared,  and  there  dropt  from  her  noftriis  a 
large  quantity  of  a  fanious  purulent  mat¬ 
ter. 

Eight  days  were  fcarcely  elapfed,  when  fhe 
was  feized  with  a  very  irregular  intermittent 
fever. 

She  then  abhalned  from  every  mercurial,  and 
after  being  purged,  Ihe  repeated  the  ufe  of  the 
bark;  the  feve'r  difappeared  In  fourteen  days,"^ 

*  The  very  eminent  Petit,  the’father,  is  of  opinioh 
that  a  quartan  fever  is  fometimes  a  fympton  of  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe,  and  therefore  he  cures  quartan  fevers  by  fali- 
Vation,  in  thofe  perfons  who  many  years  before  have  had 
venereal Tymptoms,  and  even  fome  after  they  have  relilted 
febrifuge  medicines.  Memoir,  de  PAcad.  Royaie  de  Chi- 
rurgie,  tom.  I.  p.  347,  &c. 

But  V.  S  wiETEN  has  given  us  an  obfervation  which 
leads  to  a  contrary  opinion  ;  during  the  courfe  of  a  faliva- 
tion,  he  obferved  a  quartan  fever  of  a  regular  type.  Com¬ 
ment.  tom.  I.  p.  10..  I  can  pohtively  affirm  that  I  have 
jfeen  an  intermittent  fever  brought  on  bv^  undtion  in  vene¬ 
real  patients,  which  could  be  cured  by  no  other  remedy 
but  the  bark,  and  as  often  as  the  Mercury  was  repeated, 
id  often  did  the  fever  return. 
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but  the  venereal  fymptoms  which  yet  remained 
became  much  worfe.  Being  at  laft  free  from 
the  intermittent  fever,  die  ufed,  for  three 
weeks,  the  folutlon  and  other  remedies,  fo  that 
the  pains,  head-ach,  tophus,  and  ferophuia, 
entirely  difappeared. 

.  The  fluor  albus  remained,  but  lefs  violent 
and  whiter,  the  carloufnefs  about  the  nofe  and 
the  condylomata  about  the  anus  were  not  gone. 

The  condylomata  were  touched  with  the 
cauiilc  folutlon  ;  they  became  immediately 
fmaller:  a  cruft  was  formed.  The  other 

^  I  -  ,  ,, 

means  are  continued,  and  I  hope  I  am  about 
to  efletft  the  cure. 

Observation  VL 

A  man  aged  45,  of  a  thin  habit,  has  beeif 
for  9  years  fo  aftli6fed  with  repeated  gonor- 
thoeas,  that  he  has  been  fcarce  eight  days 
without  this  troublefome  running;  the  fluid 
difeharged  at  the  time  he  began  my  'me¬ 
dicine  was  thin  and  yellow,  he  has  an  itching 
in  the  middle  of  his  urethra,  and  while  he 
makes  urine  he  feels  a  very  troublefome  ten- 
lion,  and  has  a  very  painful  chordee  ;  I  ad- 
vifed  him  not  to  truft  to  a  cure  which  was 
promifed  to  him  by  a  quack,  by  uflng  a  fecreti' 
medicine  by  injection. 
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The  next  day  he  took  a  purge,  and  tll^ 
day  after  I  fufpedted  that  there  was  an  abcefs 
in  his  urethra,  I  therefore  introduced  a 
bougee  covered  over  with  the  balfam  of 
arcscus. 

I  On  the  third  day,  when  I  try  Vi  to  introduce 
a  nev/  bongee,  there  was  fuddenly  felt  a  pain 
in  the  middle  of  the  urethra,  and  there  was 
a  greater  quantity  of  yellow  pus,  mixed  with 
fome  drops  of  bloo'd  fuddenly  difcharged, 
which  might  have  filled  a  tea-fpoon. 

He  took  for  eight  days  morning  and  even* 
ing  two  fpoonfulls  of  rny  balfamic  mercurial 
Ibliition  ;  for  his  ordinary  drink,  lie  drank 
twice  a  day  a  dccodiion  of  faTfaparllla  and  hem¬ 
lock  with  milk  ;  for  half  an  hour  he  intro- 
ducted  a  bougee  covered  over  with  the  bak 
famic  mercurial  ointment. 

During  almoii:  eight  days,  the  running  of 
the  gonorrhcca  was  very  copious. 

In  other  eight  days  the  flow  was  lefs,  and 
the  colour  was  winter. 

He  continued  for  fome  time  in  this  method, 
and  at  laif  dry  boiigces  were  introduced  ; 
the  running  by  degrees  ceas’d  altogether,  fo 
that,  on  the  lliirtieth  day  from  the  beginning 
of  tlte  cure,  he  went  away ‘from  Vienna  per- 

For  the  compofition  of  the  bongees,  you  may  confult 
the  cliirurgical  works  of  the  moll  Ikilful  and  excellent 
Goulard,  written  in  French,  Tom.  II.  which  book  can¬ 
not  be  fuficiently  admired. 

fcftly 
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f€(fl:ly  well^  and  promised  to  write  to  me  if 
lie  had  any  relapfe  of  his  ailment.  During 
the  whole  cure  jthere  was  no  fy  mptom  of  fa- 
llvation. 


Observa  tion  VIL 

A  man  aged  36,  of  a  fanguineous  habit,  for 
more  than  5  years  had  been  aifehfed  repeatedly 
with  gonorrhoeas;  he  had  fometimes  alfo  ul¬ 
cerations  both  on  his  prepuce  and  glans,  and 
one  large  condyloma  on  the  glans. 

After  giving  a  purgative,  on  the  following 
day  he  took  the  mercurial  balfamic  lolution. 
The  ulcers  were  dreiled  with  the  mercurial 
ointment.  The  condyloma  was  twice  every 
day  touched  with  the  cauftic  folution. 

On  the  fird:  days  the  ulcers  became  larger, 
and  more  fuppurating :  on  the  eighth  day  they 
were  perfedby  cured;  on  the  thirteenth  day 
the  condyloma  was  perfedlly  dry. 

The  running  of  the  gonorrhoea  was  lefs  In 
quantity,  and  I  introduced  a  bougee  covered 
over  with  mercurial  ointment. 

t 

He  was  thus  entirely  cured  in  four  weeks, 
nor  was  there,  during  the  cure,  the  lead  fign  of 
a  falivation. 


E  2 
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Observation  yill. 

A  man  aged  28,  of  a  thin  habit  of  body, 

contracted  pains  in  the  joints  by  a  gonerrhaca 

> 

that  had  been  fiopt  three  years  ago,  at  laft 
the  glands  of  his  neck  became  fcrophulous,  and 
he  had  teven  broad  deep  ulcers  in  his  throat, 
when  he  committed  himfelf  to  my  care. 

On  the  firfi:  day  he  was  purged,  on  the  next 
day  I  ordered  him  to  take' two  fpoonfuls  of  the 
fimple  folution  morning  and  evening,'  and  for 
his  'ordinary  drink  he  had  a  decoCfion  of  far- 
faparilla,  hemlock,  and  the  peCforal  ^ecies 
wdth  milk.  «  ,  -  .  ^  . 

On  the  fourth  day  a  gentle  falivation  began ; 
however,  the  fluid,  difeharged,  was  more  gluti¬ 
nous  than  the  falivary,  but  during  it,  the  ulcers 
of  the  throat  became  very  foul,  on  which  ac¬ 
count  they  were  touched  twice  a  day  with  a 
leather  dipt  in  honey  of  rofes,  which  was  mix¬ 
ed  wdlh  ahmall  quantity  of  Egyptiac  ointment; 
he  frequently  wafhes  his  mouth,  and  injeefs 
into  his  throat  a  balfamic  gargarifm  prepared 
without  the  gummy  mercurial;  he  was  ordered 
to  take  ♦ne  fpoonful  of  the  mercurial  iblution 
3norning  and  evening. 

1  he  falivation  thus  continued  until!  the  fc** 
venth  day,  but  was  very  gentle,  attended  with 
neither  inflammation  of  the  gums  or  loofening 

ef 
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of  the  teeth  ;  three,  and  fometiines  four  oanees 
were  difeharged  in  a  day,  the  ulcers  became 
daily  cleaner  and  fmaller.  What  feemed  to 
me  fur  prizing,  was  that  at  laft  the  falivatloa 
ceafed  even  under  the  continuance  of  the  folu- 
tion;  and  although  again,  morningand  evening, 
two  fpoonfuls  of  the  folution  were  taken,  yet 
during  the  reft  of  the  cure  there  was,  no  farther 
ftgn  of  falivation. 

By  the  fixteenfch  day  all  the  feven  ulcers  of 
the  throat  were  perfe(ftly  cured,  the  pains  were 
entirely  gone,  and  he  refted  well  in  the  night 
time.  But,  contrary  to  my  inclination,  one  of 
the  fcrophulous  glands  was  by  a  quack  eroded 
and  ulcerated  by  means  of  a  blifter.  I  then  or¬ 
dered  that  the  open  fore,  which  was  as  yet  ve-;* 
ry  hard  about  the  edges,  might  be  drefted  with 
balfamic  ointment  mixed  with  the  gummy 
mercurial.  The  other  glands  were  rubbed 
with  my  mercurial  cerate,  and  afterwards  cor 
vered  over  with  a  plaifter. 

Then  in  eight  days  all  the  fcrophulous  glands 
difappeared,  and  the  open  ulcer  was  healed. 

It  may  be  afked  whether  the  falivation  was 
h'i  this  cafe  produced  by  my  mercurial  prepa¬ 
ration,  or  by  the  former  Mercury  which 
might  be  ftill  in  the  body  ?  In  the  feven  firft 
obfervations  there  was  no  fij^n  of  a  falivation  5 
and  befides,  this  falivation  only  lafted  for  fevep 
days,  nor  did  it  continue  although  the  dofc  of 

the 
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the  «,ammy  mercurial  was  encreafed,  wiilck 
was  repeated  even  for  three  weeks. 

Befides  this  man  had  been  taking  a  variety 
of  mercurial  preparations  for  many  years,  and 
not  long  before  my  cure  he  had  been  uiing  it 
by  friction,  fo  as  even  to  have  a  fahvatlon 
excited  and  that  without  effedling  a  cure. 

From  the  following  obfervations  I  learn  that 
a  falivatlon  laay'be  excited  in  thofe  perfons, 
who  immediately  before  the  ufe  of  my  mercu¬ 
rial,  or  during  its  ufe,  have  taken  other  mer¬ 
curials  internally,  or  applied  them  externally. 
'I  have  feen  this  happen  from  the  emplaftrum 
Vigonis,  Neopolitan  ointment,  calomel,  and  a 
folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  fpirit.  The 
gummy  mercurial  feems  to  accommodate  it- 
felf  fo  well  to  the  falivary  glands,  that  any 
other  mercurial,  taken  either  before  or  during 
the  ufe  of  this  mercurial,  more'readily  brings 
about  a  falivation, 

Observat  ion  IX. 

A  girl  3  years  of  age,  of  a  fanguineous  tem¬ 
perament,  had  for  more  than  half  a  year,  the 
labia  v'ulvsf,  the  perinacum,  and  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  anus  covered  over  witli 
fmall  condylomata  ;  fhe  had  likewife  a  very 
foetid  fluor  albus. 

The 
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The  fii'ft  paflages  being  cleans’d,  flie  began 
to  take  the  balfamlc  mercurial  folution,  and 
the  condylomatous  crufts  were  touched  twice 
a  day  with  the  cauftic  folution,  fo  that  in 
three  weeks  they  difappeared,  and  on  the 
fourth  week  the  fluor  albus  was  cured. 

She  hac^  however,  a  very  troublefcme 
Itching  of  the  vagina  after  the  condylomata 
were  cured,  while  the  fluor-albus  continued. 
In  three  days  the  itching  went  off,  by  anointing 

r 

the  vagina  with  the  mucous  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment,  and  three  times  bathing  in  the  w’atcr  of 
the  Danube. 

j 

Observation  X. 

T 

Ajuan,  aged  35,  twelve  years  ago,  having  a 
venereal  bubo  which  went  oft  by  refolution, 
w^as  feized  with  violent  pains  in  his  joints,  which 
were  treated  by  a  variety  of  mercurial  prepa¬ 
rations  ;  they  were  leftened  by  thefe  means,  but 
never  entirely  cured  5  and  now  he  has  for  ftx 
years  lived  perpetually  afteded  with  thefe 
pains,  and  laft  year  a  venereal  gummi  arofe 
from  the  feventh  true  rib  of  'his  left  fide, 
which,  by  degrees,  ulcerating,  gave  out  a 
large  quantity  of  fanious  pus  :  it  was  treated 
with  exficcants,  and  partly  for  the  cure  of  the 
pains,  and  partly  for  that  of  the  gummi  fore, 
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Baden  bath  was  ordered  for  the  patient ; 
he  began  the  ufe  of  this  bath,  but  whiiC  he 
was  in  it  the  third  time,  he  was  feiaed  with 

k 

a.palfy  in  one  fide,  therefore  he  returned  to 

Vknna.  ..  > 

The  pain's  were  fo  violent,  that,  altho  he 

had  loii  the  motion  of  one  fide,  he  loudly 


complained  of  thenu  .  , 

The  patient  was  found  in  this' fituation  by  a 
very  eminent  furgcon,  who  (hewed  him  to  me^ 
and  then,  by  the  advice  of  a  very  fkilful  phy- 
fician,  my  gummy  mercurial  was  prcfcribed  . 
for  him,  with  the  deco6lion  of  farfaparill^;  and 
milk  ;  the  ulcerated  tumor  was  drefTed  with 
the  balfamic  mercurial  ointment. 

On  the  third  day  the  patient  could  move  his' 
fingers  more  eafily,  and  with  lefs  pain ,  the 
ulcerated  tumor  on  the  rib  began  to  difcharge 


more  pus. 

On  the  14th  day  the  gummi  was  fefolved 
and  cured :  the  venereal  pains  and  palfy  dif- 
appeared  in  four  weeks.  A  fciatic  pain,  how¬ 
ever,  (fill  continued,  for  the  cure  of  which  a 
very  eminent  phyfician  prefcribed  pills  pre¬ 
pared  from  the  gummy  mercurial,  hemlock 
and  camphor,  and  in  three  days  aftei  the  pain 
entirely  left  him. 


A  girl,  aged  23,  had  for  fix  months,  venereal 
fcabs,  and  condylomatous  criftse  on  the  back 
part  of  the  neck,  the  cheeks,  and  hands;  had 
likewiie  a  fiiiot  albus,  violent  rheumatic  and 
arthritic  pains,  efpecially  in  the  night  time  : 
a  large  tophus  alfd  occupied  the  right  tibia. 

In  fourteen  days  the  fcabs  and  condylomata 
Were  much  mended,  by  the  ufe  alone  of  tlie 
gummy  mercurial  and  the  farfaparllla,  and  at 
the  fame  time  all  the  pains  left  her.  There 
were  no  figns  of  falivation.  The  emplaRrum 
Yigonis  was  from  this  time  apply ’d  to  the  to¬ 
phus,  whofc  height  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  half 
an  inch.  In  fix  days  after,  the  girl  perceived  a 
falivation,  and  felt  a  difficulty  in  fvvallowiirg. 
A  purge  was  ordered  her,  and  her  throat  was 
Wafiied  with  the  vegeto-mineral  water,  fo  that 
in  three  days,  the  plaifier  and  gummy  mercu¬ 
rial  being  omitted,  this  gentle  falivation  entire¬ 
ly  ceafed. 

Some  time  after,  fhe  began  again  to  take  the 
folution,  and  without  perceiving  any  faliva¬ 
tion,  file  was  perfc(flly  cured.  This,  however, 
is  furprizing,  that  during  the  ufe  of  this  reme¬ 
dy  a  new  tophusappeared  in  the  left  tibia,  and 
which,  after  {gnie  days,  entirely  went  off. 
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Observation  XII. 

A  child  of  a  year  and  a  half  old,  whofe 
*  parents  were  not  venereal,  had,  for  half  a  year, 
condylomata  about  the  anus,  rhagades,  and 

fmall  ulcers  in  the  angles  of  the  mouth. 

The  parents  believed  that  there  was  a  vene¬ 
real  infcflion  communicated  to  the  chdd,  by 
■  cloths  which  had  been  ufed  by  others  who  had 

this  dtfeafe. 

An  eminent  phyfician,  after  giving  a  gentle 
purgative,  preferibed  half  a  drachm  of  the 
gummy  mercurial,  minutely  divided  in  two 
ounces  of  the  fyrup  of  violets,  diluted  with 

one  ounce  of  the  water  of  fumatory. 

A  teafpoonful  of  this  fyrup  morning  and  even 
ing,  was  given  to  the  child,  with  the  decoaion 
of  ferfaparilla.  The  condylomata  were  touched 
twice  with  the  cauftic  folution,  diluted  in  rofa 
water,  and  immediately  after,  the  ointment  was 
apply’d  to  them.  The  ulcerated  angles  of  the 
mouth  were  twice  a  day  drtffcd  with  the  mer¬ 
curial  balfamic  ointment. 

By  this  means  the  child  llept  well  on  the 
fourth  night,  who,  for  feme  months  before, 
had  very  reftlefs  nights ;  the  angles  of  the 
mouth  were  for  two  days  rather  more  ulcerated 
then  they  became  cleaner,  and  on  the  tenth 
day  were  perfeiflly  cured,  ^ 
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The  condylomata  were  perfe611y  dry  on  the 
twenty-third  day  ;  the  child  became  well,  and 
there  was  no  llgnof  afalivation. 

I  might  to  thefe  have  added  many  other 
obfervations,  by  which  the  fuccefsful  and  ex¬ 
peditious  effedls  arifing  from  the  ufe  of  this 
mercurial  were  farther  proved,,  but  I  choofe  to 
pafs  them  over,  as  of  lefs  moment,  nor  were 
the  difeafes  fo  violent  as  thofe  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  more  efpecially,  as  I  Ihall  give 
fuch  other  praftical  remarks  as  on  a  future, 
occafion  may  prove  worthy  of  notice. 

In  fadl,  I  expe^  every  day  to  experience: 
the  good  effedfs  of  it,  and  more  efpecially  as  I. 
now  underftand  that  this  preparation  is^ 
frequently  preferib’d  for  the  tick  by  the 
mod  eminent  phyficians  of  this  city  ;  and 
what  more  diredfly  confirm?  me  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  is  a  friendly  letter  I  have  received  from 
Mederer,  furgeon  to  a  regiment  of  Danifh 
curafiiers,*  who  attefis  the  p;reat  fuccefs  of 
this  remedy  in  a  variety  of  cafes. 

In  almofi:  all  thofe  that  ufed  this  remedy,  I 
oblerved  a  greater  fecretion  of  urine,  which 

*  I  have  try'd  qiiickfilver  twice  mix’d  with  water» 
agreeable  to  the  art  found  out  by  you  ;  and  the  furgeon 
general,  Mr.  Zierzon,  at  Arad,  has  try’d  it  above  thirty 
times.  The  good  fuccefs  arifing  froiuit  has  occafioned 
its  ufe  at  the  hofpital  of  Temefvar,  of  which  I  will  after¬ 
wards  give  you  a  particular  account,  Sec, — [tranflated  from 
the  German.] 

Siclo,  near  Arad,  ift  of  AiiguH,  Mederer. 

flowed 
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flowed  not  only  in  larger  quantity,  but  was 
mucous  and  foetid. 

Infoiiic,  however,  in  the  fp3,ce  of  a  few  days, 
there  was  relief  from  a  fpontaneous  difeharge  by 
.fweating,  in  none,  how^ever,  did  a  diarrhaca  orfa- 
livation  come  on,  unlefs  when  other  mercurial 
preparations  had  intervened.  The  belly  of  all  of 
diem  was  regular,  and  even  in  thofe  w^ho  were 
otherways  coftivc. 

In  fome  a  fluor  albus,  in  others  a  gonorrha:a 

was  brought  on  again  for  a  few  days. 

I  have  perceived  nothing  peculiar  occur  in 
indurated  old  buboes.  I  have  feen  tumors  of 
diis  kind  rendered  fofter  by  the  external  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  mercurial  ointment,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  my  gummy  mercurial,  but  have 
as  yet  never  been  able  to  effed  a  perfed  refo- 
lution  ;  nor  will  that  Icem  furprizing  fince  it  is 
obvious  to  every  one,  how  obftinate  thefe  in¬ 
durations  are,  and  how  long  they  refift  medi¬ 
cines  of  the  greateft  efficacy. 


C  H  APe 
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iJonclulions  relating  to  the  venereal 
Difeafe,  drawn  partly  from  the 
obfervations  already  made,  and 
partly  frpm  thofe  of  others. 

Whether  is  not  my  method  to  be  pre* 
ferred  upon  an  accurate  comparifon  of 
of  it  with  others  in  ufe  ? 

At  prefent  there  are  three  different  methods 
of  giving  Mercury. 

Some  apply  Mercury  externally  in  the  form 
of  un(5f  ion,  fo  as  to  bring  on  a  falivation,  and ' 
by  thus  falivating  their  patients  for  feme  weeks, 
attempt  to  cure  the  difeafe. 

Others  apply  it  externally  in  a  very  fmall 

t 

quantity,  and  by  the  interpofition  of  purga¬ 
tives,  prevent  a  falivation. 

Others,  again,  ufe  a  variety  of  mercurial 
preparations  which  are  taken  internally; 

From  pathology  we  learn  that  five  Postu¬ 
lata  are  required  before  the  venereal  virus  can 
be  perfe61:ly  deftroyed  by  Mercury. 

I.  That  fo  much  Mercury  be  taken  into 
the  body,  as  is  necefiary  for  overcoming  and 

deftroying  the  venereal  virus  that  exifts  in 
it. 


2.  That 


[  3«^  ] 

2.  That  the  Mercury  flows  freely  through 
all  the  fniall  vefTels  of  our  fyflem. 

That  it  impregnates  every  particle  of  our 
fluids. 

4,. That  it  remains  united  with  our  fluids 
for  fome  length  of  time,  and  frequently  circu¬ 
lates  with  them. 

5.  That  at  laft  the  virus  along  witli  the 
Mercury  be  conveniently  evacuated  by  natu¬ 
ral  excretions. 

;  I  fhall  now  in  a  few  words  enquire,  whether 
the  firff,  fecond,  and  third  methods  are  fuffi^. 
cient  for  thefe  purpofes  ?  or  whether  my  me¬ 
thod  be  preferable  to  them  ? 

In  a  mercurial  falivatipn  the  Me:rcury  is  ve¬ 
ry  thoroughly  and  copioufly  blended  with  our 
fluids,  but  that  it  is  generally  difcharged  out  of 
the  body  on  the  flrfl  days,  appears  from  this, 
that  a  piece  of  gold  held  in  the  mouth  then  be- 
comes  white  ;  though  afterwards,  unlefs  a  frefh 
quantity  of  Mercury  is ’taken  in,  the  faliva  has 
no  fuch  effedf ;  a  fure  proof  that  all  the  Mer¬ 
cury  is  evacuated  from  the  fyflem*.  I'his 
feems  to  me  to  be  the  reafon,  why  many  by 

repeated  falivation  have  not  been  cured  of  the 

/ 

venereal  difcafe,  efpecially  thofe  who  had  a  fa- 
llvation  foon  excited  in  them  after  the  fecond 
or  third  anointing,  by  which  the  Mercury 
was  too  foon  evacuated  out  of  the  body. 

*  Illuftr.  Von  Rofenftein  Abbandlung  von  denen  Kinr 
derkrankheiten,  C.  de  Lue  Venerea. 


Befides 


I 
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Befides,  a  fallvation  Is  very  inconvenient'. 
Is  DANGEROUS,  docs  not  glvc  a  certain 

t 

CURE,  Is  not  CRIT ic  AL,  not  CRH  It  be  excItcd 
in  EVERY  Subject, nor  Is  It  neceilary  in  any. 

All  this  may  be  demonflrated  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Manner  ; 

d  he  INC ON  VENiENciEs  arlfingfrom  it  appear 
of  themfelves,  when  we  confider  the  tediouf- 
ntfs  of  the  application  of  the  undllon,  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  throat  that  frequently  attends 
it,  the  fever  that  is  always  prefent,  a  necelTary 

» 

abftinence  from  almoft  all  kinds  of  food, 
an  uninterrupted  difeharge  of  fallva  for  fix 
or  more  weeks,  a  continual  fear  of  fuffo- 
cation  upon  the  lead  expofure  to  cold,  trou- 
blefome  exulcerations  of  the  throat,  a  fiinking 
breath,  and  finally  the  body  emaciated  after  the 
cure.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  a  confiant  confinement, 
at  home,  from  the  putrid  atmofphere 
that  conftantly  furrounds  him  in  his  cham¬ 
ber,  and  befides  of  his  being  deprived  of  the 
company  of  his  friends.  Nor  need  I  add 
more  fince  *  Van  Swieten,  has  with  fo 
much  clcarnefs  pointed  out  the  inconve¬ 
niences  arifing  from  a  falivation. 

But  a  falivatlon  is  likewife  a  dangerous 
pradicc,  for  the  famous  Astruc  f  attells 

^  Comment.  T.  i.  ^  135.  p,  206.  207. 

t  hi  Ills  book  on  the  venereal  dil'eafe.  ' 


that 


[  40  J 

that  there  frequently  fupervene,  violent  Fe¬ 
vers,  Diarrl:wea,  Dylentery,  Haemoptoe,  an  im^ 
mobility  of  the  jaws^  and  likewife  a  fulfo- 
cation,  and  that  too  when  the  falivation  has 
been  liioft  properly  condu^fed  j  and  after 
him  the  nioft  fkilful  jLocHER  tells  us  the 
lame* 

That  falivationis  not  a  certain  method 
of  curing,  appears  from  this,  that  there 
are  many  inftances  of  patients,  whofe  venereal 
complaints  have  returned  after  a  fird  and  fe- 
cond  falivation  had  been  properly  conduced- 
Befides  Astruc  himfelf  very  candidly  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  neither  gonorrhoeas,  con¬ 
dylomata,  fiduli  or  pains  in  the  bones,  ex- 
oftofis,  fcirrhus,  caries,  rhagades,  obftinatc 
ulcers,  herpetes,  lichenes,  gummata,  or  can¬ 
cers  can  be  cured  by  a  falivation,  altho  moft 
fkilfully  managed.'*'  ' 

Nor  is  falivation  a  critical  difcharge,  for 
we  have  no  obfervation  to  prove  that  a  faliva¬ 
tion  coming  of  its  own  accord  ever  cured 
the  venereal  difeafe.  Belides  there  arc  many 
obfervations,  which  prove  that  thofe  infedfed 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  have  been'  radically 
cured  without  any  falivation  whattoever.  And 
the  moft  healthy  perfon  by  taking  Mercury, 
will  have  that  faetor  in  his  faliva,  which 
attends  falivation  in  the  venereal  difeafe. 

+  Maximil.  Locher,  Obfervat.  praaic®  circa  Luemv 
p.  12  *  L.  c.  a,  pag.  427,  ad  p.  453. 


Not 
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Nor  is  it  NECESSARY  for  the  cure  of  the  ye- 
hereal  difeafe  ;  for  there  are  many  examples 
of  people  who  have^been  violently  poxed,  and 
yet  have  been  thoroughly  cured  without  fall- 
vation. 

Since  then  it  may  be  demonfirated  by  ex¬ 
periments  that  Mercury  cures  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  only  by  defiroying  the  virusy  it  wdll  eafily 
appear  that  falivation  is  by  no  means  necehary 
for  that  purpofe. 

And  Mercury,  together  with  the  venereal 
virus,  may  be  more  conveniently  and  more' 
eafily  evacuated  by  the  ordinary  excretions  ot 
fweat,  flool,  and  urine. 

Since  my  method  has  neither  the  inconve- 
iliencies  nor  dangers  of  the  falivating  one, 
attending  it,  fince  it  is  more  certain,  and 
fince  it  can  be  employed  in  every  cafe,  it 
eafily  appears  how  preferable  it  is  to  that  of  fa¬ 
livation. 

We  fliall  proceed  to  the  other  method, 

Ch  £  COY  NEA  U  and  Hagenot,  two  very 
eminent  men,  to  avoid  the  inconveniencies 
and  danger  attending  a  falivation,  applied  ex¬ 
ternally  the  mercurial  ointment  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  ;  and,  that  they  might  prevent  fallvation-i 

i 

they  interpofed  the  ufe  of  purgatives. 

But  even  by  this  method.  Mercury,  contra¬ 
ry  to  expeNation,  although  rubbed  in  fmail 
quantity,  brought  on  a  falivation  that  was  with. 
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difRcuIty  retrained ;  and  befides  the  praflice 
was  very  inconvenient,  for  I  couki  frequently 
perceive  that  the  cure  was  both  flow  and  im- 
pcrfc(fi:,  from  the  Mercury  being  fo  fuddenly 
difeharged  out  of  the  body  by  the  purga¬ 
tive. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  third  method. 

Among  all  the  mercurial  preparations,  ca¬ 
lomel,  fublimate  corrofive,  red  precipitate? 
and  the' various  panacea  arc  to  be  taken  notice 
of  ;  but  all  thefe  are  either  acrid  or  poifonous, 
and  therefore  neither  can,  or  ought  to  be 
given  in  large  dofes,  and  when  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  they  operate  but  flowly  in  deftroying 
the  venereal  poifon,  from  the  fmall  quantity 

of  Mercury  they  contain. 

Among  thefe,  the  fublimate  corrofive  alone, 
as  diflblvcd  in  fpirit,  is  found  the  mofl:,  effica¬ 
cious  ;  for  its  acrimony  and  poifonous  nature 
is  covered  by  the  oil  in  the  fpirit,  and  when 
given  properly  v/ith  a  demulcent  deco61ion,  it 
very  feldom  excites  a  falivation ;  the  nauleous 
tafle  of  the  fpirit  may  be  correded  by  a  fyrup, 
and  for  more  weakly  perfons  it  anay  be  pre¬ 
fer  ibed  diluted  with  water  ;  and  we  mofl:  cer¬ 
tainly  learn  from  the  experiments  of  Lochek, 
and  other  very  eminent  perfons,  that  in  thou¬ 
sands  of  cafes,  this  remedy  has  been  attended 
with  remarkable  good  effects,  when  given  pru¬ 
dently,  and  continued  for  a  length  of  time;and 
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-as  I  my  fell]  for  more  than  five  or  fix  years,  " 
during  the  iaff  war,  found  from  mj  regimen- 
.tai  pra6flce. 

I  lhall  not  enquire  into  the  other  methods  of 
giving  Mercury,  becaufe  they  are  without 

efficacy,  or  exploded  from  pradfice. - Thus 

aethiops  and  cinnabar,  fo  much  recommended 
by  Boerhaave^  internally  in  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  are  found  to  have  no  efficacy. 

«— —  Thus  fome  join  quickfilver  with  purga¬ 
tives, t  others  with  balfam  of  Peru,  turpentine, 
camphor,  and  Tugar  ;  by  thefe  various  addi¬ 
tions,  the  evacuating  power  of  Mercury  is 
encrealcd,  it  is  too  foon  difeharged’  by  fiool, 
urine,  or  fweat,  nor  do  thefe  additions,  even 
when  frequently  repeated,  reftrain  falivation, 
nay  even  by  thefe  means  Mercury  diredfs  its 
courfe  fooner  to  this  excretory. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances  it  will  appear 
that  the  gummy  mercurial  is  to  be  preferred 
to  all  the  other  preparations  hitherto  known  ; 
becaufe,  during  its  ufe,  the  inconvenience 
and  dangers  of  a  falivation  are  never,  or  but 
very  feldom  to  be  apprehended,  becaufe  it  can 
be  taken  fafely  into  our  fyffem  in  very  large 
and  fufficient  dofes,  becaufe  it  circulates  readily 
with  our  fluids,  becaufe  it  operates  fooner  up¬ 
on  the  venereal  poifon,  and  may  be  fafely  em¬ 
ployed  in  every  cafe  whatfoever. 

*  Chem.  T.  II.  p.  432,  and  T.  I.  p.  578, 

G  2 
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It  may  be  proper  to  join  the  following  cOrolj 
larys  to  thofe  conclufions  already  drav/n  : 

1.  Mercury  alone  is  fufficient  for  dedroying 
yenereal  poifon. 

2.  Mercury,  when  topically  applied  to  ve*.* 
nercal  parts,  adfs  fooner  and  more  certainly  on 
the  poilon  which  topically  exifts  in  that  part 
to  which  it  is  applied. 

3.  Therefore  Mercury  ought  to  be  _ufed 
both  internally  and  externally  at  the  fame 
time. 

4.  Mercury  more  efpecially  deffroys  the 
venereal  virus  in  the  folids  of  bur  body,  and 
not  the  effeds  arifing  from  fuch  a  virus.  The 
difeafes  that  remain  after  faiivation  fufficiently' 
prove  this. 

5.  Therefore,  during  and  after  the  ufe  of 
Mercury,  other  remedies  are  indicated,  and 
ought  to  be  prefcribed  for  venereal  patients,  ac.. 
cording  to  the  variety  of  their  fymptoms. 

flence  no  one  ought  to  cenfure  me,  becaule, 
according  to  circumdances,  I  frequently  joined 
other  medicines  to  the  mercurial  ;  but  I  will 
communicate  the  fpecitic  cure  of  every  venC'^ 
real  diforder  in  another  work. 


C  H  A  P. 
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IV. 


A  new  rheory  of  the  action  of  Mer-- 
Qury  on  the  falivary  glands. 

CAF  all  the  animal  fluids  Mer- 

CURY  HAS  THE  GREATEST  A  F  F I 
KITY  with  mucus. 

Experiments  ij  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  evidently  fliew, 

that  Mercury  is  very  eafily  extinguiUied  by 
it,  and  that  it  afterwards  remains  extinguiUied 
altho'  diluted  with  water,  and  kept  for  fome 
months ;  nor  does  the  fame  fucceed  with  bloody 
ferum,  the  yolk,  .white  of  an  egg,  or  ani¬ 
mal  gluten. 

Mercury,  when  extinguished  by 

.GUM  ARABIC,  IS  SIMILAR  TO  THAT 
WHICH  IS  EFFECTED  BY  UNITING  IT 
^YITH  ANIMAL  MUCILAGE,  AND  BY 
MEANS  OF  THIS  MENSTRUUM  IT  MAY 
BE  VERY  READILY  MIXED  WITH  THE 
OTHER  FLUIDS  OF  OUR  BODY.  This  is 

proved  by  Experiment  8. 

Mercury,  when  t,aken  by  the 

MOUTH,  OR  WHEN  ABSORBED  INTO 
THE  BLOOD,  BY  BEING  EXTERNALLY 
applied,  FIRST  OF  ALL  MEETS  WITH 
MUCUS  IN  THE  THROAT.  ^ 

For  being  thr»wm  out  by  the  aorta  into  the 
carotids,  it  meets  with  no  mucous  glands,  but 
in  the  throat  and  cavities  of  the  nofe  5  being 
carried  here,  it  joins  itfelf  to  the  mucus  by  the 

prill- 
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principle  of  affinity  and  adhefion,  and  is  re¬ 
tained  in  thefe  glands,  which  it  would  pafs,  if 
the  attra<5fion  of  the  mucus  did  not  prevpnt  it. 

Hence  it  is  underftood,  why  there  is  a  con- 
geftlon  of  fluids  and  tumor  in;hc  throat  before 
a  fallvation.  And  it  is  evident  that  this  by  no 
means  proceeds  from,  the  circulation  alone,  or 
the  impetus  arlfing  from  the  quickfilver,  but 
the  reafon  why  the  Mercury  adheres  to  thefe 
organs  is  to  be  fought  for  in  the  fingular  affird- 

ty  which  it  has  with  mucus. 

'  This  being  flrfl  neceflarily  explained,  I  fliall 
now  mention  fome  other  circumftances,  that  we 
may  underfland  the  theory  of  fallvation. 

All  the  secretory  system  pos- 

/  SESS  A  SPECIFIC  IRRIT  ABI  LIT  Y,  BY 
WHICH  MEANS  THEY  ARE  NOT  EX¬ 
CITED  INTO  GENERAL  ACTION  BY 
EVERY  STIMULUS,  BUT  ONLY  BY  SOME 
particular  ONES. 

This  is  proved  by  many  obfervations,  and 
may  be  taken  as  a  truth.  Thus  cantharides 
more  efpecially  flimulates  the  urinary  parts, 
and  thofe  of  generation  ;  emetics  the  flomach ; 
purgatives,  although  injedfed  into  the  veins  of 
a  dog,  or  externally  applied  to  the  abdomen  of 
a  child,  will  flimulate  the  inteftincs,  and  bring 
on  Diarrhcea.  The  vapour  iirom  burning  ful- 
phur  will  irritate  the  nerves  of  the  lungs,  al¬ 
though  it  will  not  eaflly  irritate  the  nofe.  1  he 
•uiifavoury  juice  of  the  beet,  though  void  of 

acx'imony  I 
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scrimoiiy,  will  excite  fneezing  a  glaring 

% 

light  will  violently  afre(fl  the  eye,  which  pro¬ 
duces  no  change  in  the  refl  of  our  body. 

O  j 

It  is  therkfore  not  repugnant 
TO  reason  to  say,  that,  by  the 

SAME  LAW,  THE  ORGANS  THAT  SE*- 
CRETE  MUCUS  AND  SALIVA  ARE  IR¬ 
RITATED  BY  Mercury,  as  a  speci¬ 
fic  stimulus  ;  SO  THAT  THE  SECRE¬ 
TION  OF  BOTH  BECOMES  MUCH  GREA¬ 
TER  THAN  IF  WAS  FORMERLY. 

This  opinion,  befides  being  founded  upon 
certain  principles,  correfponds  exadfly  with 
effecfls.  I  fee,  however,  an  objcdfion  that  may 
be  offered,  which  is  this  ;  that  although  it  be 
allowed  that  Mercury  may  be  united  and  re¬ 
tained  in  the  mucus  of  the  glands  of  the  throat, 
and  affedf  thefe  organs  by  its  flimulus,  it  does 
not  from  hence  appear,  why  there  is  fo  plenti¬ 
ful  a  difcharge  from  the  falivary  glands,  fince 

Mercury  is  not  fo  eafily  extinguifhed  by  faliva 

\ 

as  by  mucus. 

♦  This  objedflon  may  be  properly  an fwered, 
and  not  from  fancy,  but  from  attending  to  the 
phoenomena  of  nature. 

A  confiderable  flow  of  tears  follow  from 
a  linall  grain  of  fand,  falling  into  the  eye, 
and  this,  by  irritating  the  ,  laclirymal  gland, 
altho’  the  fand  had  not,  nor  could  ever  have 

*  Cl.  ProfefTor  Crantz,  Mat.  Med,  T,  i. 

reached 
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reached  it.  A  copious  'flow  of  fallva  wilf 
be  produced,  by  the  application  of  an  a- 
crid  aromatic  fubftance,  to  the  end  of  the 
longue,  and  thus  the  falivary  glands  are  Si¬ 
mulated,  altho’  the  Simulus  be  not  apply ed 
to  them,  but  to  the  papillan  of  the  tongue. — — 
From  a  naufea  of  the  Somach,  a  fpitting  is' 
brou^tht  on,  altho'  the  caufe  be  in  a  diSant 
part,  and  the  throat  being  irritated  by  a 
feather,  a  large  quantity  of  laliva  \^dll  be 
difeharged.  Altho'  thei^fore  Mercury  be  , 
accumulated  more  in  the  mucous  glands  of 
the  throat,  than  in  the  falivary,  yet  the  latter 
may  be  very  powerfully  irritated  by  fympathy, 
fo  that  the  falivary  fecretion  is  even  more  iii- 
creafed  than  that  of  mucus. 

Therefore  the  cause  of  a  sa¬ 
livation  FROM  Mercury,  arises 

FROM  ITS  ADHERING  TO  THE  MU¬ 
COUS  GLANDS  OF  THE  THROAT,  AND 
HENCE  THE.  SALIVARY,  GLANDS  ARE 
STIMULATED  BY  SYMPATHY. 

Nor  does  it  feem  furprizing,  that  the  faliva¬ 
ry  glands  are  even  irritated  by  bland  Mercury, 
in  its  iimple  Sate,  and  not  rendered  acrid  by 
falls  ;  for  It  Is  not  neceSary,  that  an  irritating 
ftimtilus  fhould  have  acrimony ;  the  mild 
juice  of  the  beet,  irritates  the  nofe,  and  ex¬ 
cites  violent  fneezing.  Warm  irvfipid  wa¬ 
ter  irritates  the  heart  and  inteflines,  and  ex- 

'  cites 
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dites  them  into  action  ;  there  is  iikemfe  a 
peculiar  irritability  in  different  ^rts  of  the 
human  body,  and  there  are  likewife  fpecific 
ffimuli,  which  ccrrefpond  to  this. 

Mi:iRCURY  EXTINGUISHED  BY  GUM 
•  ARABIC  CANNOT  EXERCISE  ITS  SPE-* 
CIFIC  STIMULUS  ON  THE  SALIVARY 
^GLANDS. 

All  the  practical  obfervations  related  in 
chap.  2.  prore  this.  I  have  known  fome  per- 
fons  who  were  very  pituitous,  take  a  large 
quantity  of  calomel  without  falivation,  and 
I  have  known  two  others,  who  having  had  fa¬ 
livation  excited  by  other*  mercurials,  upon 
the  taking  of  gum  arabic  emulfion,  have  it 
leffened,  and  at  laff  removed. 

From  whence  we  learn,  how  wonderful 
and  unexpected  properties  ‘arife-from  the 
mixture  of  different  bodies.  A  fimpie  mu¬ 
cilage  dcffroys  the  fpecific  ffimulus  of  Mer¬ 
cury  ;  while  at  the  fame  time,  its  anti-venereal 
virtues  are  preferved  1  Hence  the  illufirious  ^ 
VanSwieten  very  properly  prefcrlbes  for 
thofe  who  take  his  folution  of  fublimate  cor- 
rofive,  a  large  quantity  of  barley  water,  or 
of  fome  fuch  emollient  decocffion.  Theft 

t, 

mucilages  are  the  fittefl:  for  covering  Mer- 
C|^,  fo  that  it  may  not  exert  its  ffimulus 
on  the  falivary  glands.  '  . 

*  In  his  letter  to  Cl.  Jo  h.  Ben  even  ut,  inferted  com 
ment.  de  rebas  in  feient,  nat.  &  med.  gelUs,  T.  v.  p.  717. 

H  Mercury 
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Mercujiy  extinguished  by  mucus 

PASSES  MORE  EASILY  INTO  THE  BLOOD, 
EITHER  BY  THE  PRIMT:  WlJE^  OR  WHEN 
EXTERNALLY  APPLYED,  THAN  CRUDE 

Mercury  not  extinguished. 

For  qulckfilver  Iwallowed  in  its  crude 
ftate,  efcapes  through  the  inteftines,  by  its 
weight,  nor  does  it  adhere  to  them,  and,, 
although  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  mucus,  in 
the  primae  viae,  yet  Mercury  is  not  fo  well  ex~ 
tinguifhed  by  it,  as  to  remain  united  in  the 
manner  it  does,  when  thoroughly  extinguifhed 
by  the  peftle  of  a  mortar;  every  body  muft  al¬ 
low  the  truth  of  this  afTertion.  For  the  particles 
of  Mercury  thus  mutually  attract  one'ano- 
•  ther,  and  as  long  as  this  attradion  is  ftronger, 
than  the  attradion  with  the  mucus,  there  will 
be  no  extin^fioii. 

The  mucous  mercurial  circu¬ 
lates  more  easily  and  equably 
thro’  the  vessels,  than  when 
united  with  a  fatty  ointment. 

Mercury  has  a  lefs  affinity  with  fat,  than 
with  mucus.  Ht-nce  frequently  when  Mer¬ 
cury  is  united  with  fat,  it  makes  its  efcape 
from  it^  in  the  body,  and  takes  its  courfe  to 
the  gl|tnds  of  the  throat,  and  excites  rfali- 
vation;  or  to  the  mucous  glands  of  the  in* 
teftines,  and  excites  diarrhoea,  fometimes^to 

the 
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the  fynovial  glands  caufing  a  fliffnefs  of  the 
joints,  more  cfpecially  to  the  knees,  where 
there  are  a  much  greater  number  of  mucous 
glands.  I  have  obfcrved  that  the  throat,  the 
inteftines,  and  the.  joints  are  chiefly  afFe(fi:ed 
by  Mercury. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  Mercury  is  cx- 
tinguifhed  by  mucus,  it  readily  mixes  with 
all  the  fluids  of  our  body :  and,  ^therefore 
fafely  circulates  with  them,  thro’  lall  the  vaf- 
cular  fyflem,  and  is  equally  dlftributed  over 
the  whole  5  nor  is  there  any  reafon  for  its  re¬ 
maining  in  the  mucous  glamis,  while  it  is  pre- 
vioufly  faturated  with  a  fuflicient  quantity  of 
mucus. 

/ 

Hence  likewife  we  underftand  why  the  mu¬ 
cous  mercurial,  even  though  taken  in  large 
*  quantity,  does  not  falivate,  and  why  its  power 
of  curing  the  venereal  difcafe  is  more  expedi¬ 
tious  than  tha^ofall  the  other  mercurial  pre¬ 
parations,  fince  it  is  fo  equably  diffufed  through 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  and  can  be  taken  with 
impunity  in  a  larger  dofe  than  any  other."  My 
obfervations,  as  well  as  thofe  of  others,  con¬ 
firm  this. 
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But  how  Mercury  acts  on  the 

VENEREAL  V  I  RU  S,  I  N  D  ES  TROY  I  NG  IT^ 
NO  PERSON  CAN  DETERMINE,  UNLESS 
THE*NAfruRE  OF  THIS  VIRUS  WAS  PER-' 
jFECTLY  KNOWN. 

I  am  willlrig  to  coiifefs  my  ignorance  In  this 
matter,  and  what  I  have  advanced  concerning 
the  theory  of  falivation,  I  mean  to  befubmltted 
to'the  judgment  of  eminent  men,  as  hypothe¬ 
tical  ;  and  it  will  alTord  me  pleafure,  if  any  one 
will  find  out  and  demonftrate  a  better  theory 
concerning  the  wonderful  of  Mercury. 
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Mercurial  Formulae. 

No.  I.  SIMPLE  MERCURIAL  SOLUTION. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi  depuratiffimi,  jj. 

Gummi  arabici,  sij. 

terantur  invicem  in  mortario  lapideo,  addito 
medio  cochleari  aquae  furnariae,  donec  mercu¬ 
rius  penitus  difpareat  in  mucum. 

Exade  fubaais  admifee  fenfim  conterendo 
Syrupi  kermefini  3fs. 

Aquae  furnariae  §viij. 

D,  S.  mane  &  vefpere  cochlearia  duo. 

No.  II.  BALSAMIC  MERCURIAL  SOLU- 

TION. 

R,  Ballami  Copaivae 

Gummi  arabici  ana  3fs. 

terendo  fubigantur.  Exa6le  fubadis  adde  fen- 

lirn  conterendo 

Syrupi  kermefmi  31]. 

Aquae  furnariae  jij. 

tota  hxc  folutio  mifceatur  cum  priori  (No.  1.) 
bene  conculTo  vafe  denter  mane  &  vefpere  coch¬ 
learia  duo.' 

No.  III.  CAUSTIC  SOLUTION  for  the  CON¬ 
DYLOMATA; 

R.  Aquae  fortis  3j. 

Mercurii  vivi  ^ij. 

Plumbi  fimpl.  ^-ifs. 
fiat  leni  calore  folutio.  " 

No.  IV. 
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.  No.  IV.  MERCURIAL  SYRUP. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi  ^fs. 

Giimini  arabici.  ^rfs, 

terantur  invicem  irt  mortario  lapideo  addito 
medio  cochleari  aquae  furnariae,  donec  mer¬ 
curius  difpareat  in  itiucum, 
fenflm  conterendo  admifee 
Syrup  i  violarum  Jij. 

^  4^ quae  florum  fambuci 
D.  S.  pro  infante  cochleare  coffee  mane  &  vef- 
^ere. 

No.  V.  MERCURIAL  PILLS. 

R.  M  ercurii  vivi  sj. 

Gummi  arabici  sij 

Terantur  invicem  addito  medio  cochleari 
aquae  in  mucum. 

Huic  bene  fubadlo  adde 

\ 

Extra(ff.  cicutae  3j. 

Pulveris  liquiritiae  q.  f, 

m.  f.  pii.  gr.  ij.  S.  mane  &  vefpere  fex  pro  doli. 

m:  VI.  SIMPLE  MERCURIAL  OINT- 

MENT. 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 

Gummi  arabici  aa  |fs. 

Subigantur  addito  cochleari  aquae  in  mucum. 
Huic  admifee 

Unguenti  nutriti  recent.  |j.  m;  d.  ufui. 

Subinde  camphoram  &  faponem  nigrum, 
'  %  % 

quando  tumoribus  induratis,  fubinde  balfamum 
quando  ulceribus  illud  adhibui,  addidi. 


[  55  1 

\ 

No.VII.  SIMPLE  MERCURIAL  CERATE, 

R.  Mercurii  vivi 

Gum  mi  arabici.  aa  |fs. 

Subigantur  addito  cochleari  aquse  in  mucum. 

Adde  cera?  liquefa(51-ae  &  butyri  Cacao  q.  C 
pro  formando  cerato,  d.  ufui. 
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